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Will 2023 mark the year when the 
EU finally ends its dependence on 
Russian energy?

"If pipeline imports from Russia to the 
European Union fall to zero in 2023, and 
if China again needs liquefied natural 
gas, as it did before the pandemic, then 
the European Union will face a serious 
supply crisis," said the International 
Energy Agency in a report published on 
December 12. "In short, there are not December 12. "In short, there are not 
many good predictions for Europe," said 
Agathe Demarais, head of Economist 
Intelligence in a column published in 
Politico in November, adding that the 
situation could worsen next winter.

The European Union's concerns about 
power cuts - a consequence of reduced 
Russian exports following the outbreak 
of Russia's war in Ukraine - have been 
eased thanks to good luck, warm weather 
and swift action. The good weather of 
October and November has enabled the 
European Union to save more eneEuropean Union to save more energy for 
the winter months. Meanwhile, the drop 
in demand for energy in China, as a 
result of restrictions imposed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, has enabled large 
quantities of liquefied natural gas, 
destined for Asia, to take direction 
towards the European bloc. Calls from towards the European bloc. Calls from 
European officials to reduce 
consumption, improve efficiency and 
expand energy supply alternatives have 
also played a major role. Analysts 
believe a return of cold weather, 
combined with a lack of gas exports 
from Russia, could leave Europe without from Russia, could leave Europe without 
sufficient supplies and facing sky-high 
prices.
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Oil prices in Kosovo expected to 
stabilize as of March

The government proposes extending
 the emergency measures for
electricity for 30 days

The Government of Kosovo in its 118th meeting has decided to extend the emergency 
measures of electricity for another 30 days for the umpteenth time. According to their 
reasoning, this extension is being done due to the risk of increasing electricity prices on 
international exchanges.

"Given that the supply of energy has risks with the increase in prices during these months "Given that the supply of energy has risks with the increase in prices during these months 
in the international exchanges, and pursuant to the Law we propose to continue these 
emergency measures. KEDS, KEK and the institutions are obliged to ensure the smooth 
running of the electricity supply", said the Minister of Economy, Artane Rizvanolli.
Days ago, Rizvanolli together with Prime Minister Albin Kurti had called for saving 
electricity.

It is being reported that oil prices on a global scale have decreased to what they were 
before the war in Ukraine, however, such a thing has not been noticed in Kosovo. The 
Chairman of the Association of Oil Workers of Kosovo, Fadil Berjani, has said that the 
prices and the derivatives market are expected to stabilize from March. "Prices and the 
market are expected to stabilize from March, according to information from the 
production organization OPEC", said Berjani. 

In the beginning of 2023, the price of diesel per liter is 1.43 cents, while gasoline is 1.30 In the beginning of 2023, the price of diesel per liter is 1.43 cents, while gasoline is 1.30 
cents. Oil prices and demand have increased in international markets following Russia's 
military aggression in Ukraine in February 2022.
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Earlier, the government called on the 
citizens of the country to save electricity, 
especially during the winter months, so 
that the level of energy reductions is 
reduced. According to them, taking into 
account that Kosovo is in the common 
European energy network, which is 
susuffering from an extreme energy crisis, 
as a result of the Russian occupation of 
Ukraine, the energy situation in which 
the country can find itself during the 
winter months, remains unclear and 
uncertain. The Kosovo Energy 
Corporation (KEK), with its two power 
plants, Kosovaplants, Kosova A and Kosova B, can 
produce energy up to 800 megawatts per 
hour, while the needs of consumers, on 
winter days, reach up to 1,300 
megawatts per hour. The other difference 
is provided by imports.

Prime Minister Albin Kurti has come out 
with a call for saving electricity. In a 
video message, he said that the first two 
months of this year are critical in dealing 
with the energy crisis. In order to 
continue the regular supply and at 
affordable prices, as well as to save the 
household and national budget, Kurti household and national budget, Kurti 
says that citizens should continue to save 
energy even further. He added that to 
help families in Kosovo deal with the 
current electricity crisis, they have 
allocated over 95 million euros.

Prime Minister Kurti 
calls for saving 
electricity

Click here to read the full article
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Rizvanolli: More than 460,000 
families benefited from the energy 
subsidy, until March 15 we expect to 
import 300 GWh of electricity

The Minister of Economy, Artane 
Rizvanolli has announced that 467 
thousand 159 families have benefited 
from the electricity subsidy for the 
period February-December 2022. During 
a media conference, Rizvanolli 
emphasized that the average benefit for 
these families is these families is 112 euros.

"The amount allocated for this purpose is 
6.83 million euros, for the period 
February-December. The average per 
family is 112.25 euros during this period. 
467 thousand and 159 families have 
benefited, while businesses and public 
institutions have benefited from 23.72 
million euros or 336.29 euros for each million euros or 336.29 euros for each 
business, 672 thousand have been 
allocated for public lighting", said 
Rizvanolli.

According to her, there are about 9,000 
beneficiaries from the heating equipment 
subsidy for the second phase. "In terms 
of subsidizing efficient heating 
equipment, after the second phase ended, 
we have 8,774 beneficiaries and 4.64 
million euros have been disbursed, of 
which 1,476 are beneficiaries of which 1,476 are beneficiaries of 
individual stoves, 5,381 efficient air 
conditioners, 1,333 heat pumps and 
boilers of biomass are 584", she 
emphasized. Also, Rizvanolli has shown 
that by March 15, it is planned to import 
300 GWh of electricity.

"There are several forecasts, until March 
15, which is a critical winter period, we 
have predicted that we will need to 
import 300 GWh", she concluded.
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Strong winds cause damage to the 
electrical network, the most affected 
areas are Gjakova and Prizren
The Kosovar Electricity Distribution 
Company (KEDS) has announced that the 
strong winds, accompanied by heavy rain, 
which have covered a significant part of our 
country, have also caused damage to the 
electrical network. KEDS announces that 
the most affected areas are Gjakova and 
Prizren, while It is expected that the same Prizren, while It is expected that the same 
situation will probably happen in the region 
of Peja, Drenas, Skenderaj and Prishtina as 
well.

KEDS has been certified in three categories of ISO standards, ISO 9001-2008 - Quality 
Management System, ISO 14001-2015 - Environmental Management System, ISO 45001 
-2018 – Occupational health and safety management systems. Certification with these three 
standards means that KEDS offers products and services that meet the requirements of 
consumers and the regulator, that it is an environmentally friendly company, and in the future 
this commitment will only increase, as it has moved to a high standard of safety and health at 
work, the impetus of which was initially given with the construction of the Training Center, 
which is among the most modern and ewhich is among the most modern and efficient, being followed by regional companies as well.

"Through ISO Standard certification in these three categories, we have installed a system in 
which everyone knows what needs to be done, how it needs to be done, when it is done and 
how the work and processes are done. This shows that KEDS is a serious company, with a 
very well-built system", says Valbona Kadrijaj, Director of Safety, Quality and Training at 
KEDS.

"KEDS teams have been working since last 
night. While a large part of the damage has 
been repaired, KEDS is increasing the 
number of workers in the field, as 
necessary, in order to repair the damage 
caused as a result of these atmospheric 
conditions in an optimal period, and that the 
supply of electricity to all these asupply of electricity to all these affected 
areas should return to normality", the 
announcement released by KEDS states.
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KEDS is certified with 
three types of ISO 
standards
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MPs do not put the emergency 
measure for energy supply on 
the agenda for discussion

KEDS: Most of the flood damage has 
been repaired
KEDS has announced that thanks to the continuous work of the field teams, most of the 
damage caused by the floods has already been repaired. According to the announcement, 
in Mitrovica and Skenderaj, which were most affected by these floods, the situation with 
electricity supply is stable.

"There is only a small area left in Skenderaj without ene"There is only a small area left in Skenderaj without energy supply due to heavy floods, 
however, it is expected that tomorrow this area will also receive regular energy supply. 
On the other hand, field teams are still in Rugovo looking for the breakdown that 
occurred in the network due to heavy snow and unsuitable conditions on the ground. We 
thank the field teams of KEDS for their dedication in repairing the distribution network 
as a result of the atmospheric conditions", the announcement states.

The deputies of the Assembly of Kosovo have not voted the motion to include in the agenda 
the discussion on the establishment of emergency measures for energy supply. The head of the 
Vetëvendosje Parliamentary Group, Mimoza Kusari-Lila, has proposed that the decision on 
emergency energy measures be added to the agenda of the plenary session. "On January 11, 
the Government of Kosovo approved the decision on emergency measures for energy supply 
and on January 12 it was brought to the Assembly, so I invite you to add it to the agenda", said 
Kusari-Lila. However, this motion did not receive enough votes from the deputies, as the 
opposition parties opposed the proposal.opposition parties opposed the proposal.

LDK has said that it opposes this decision. "The LDK opposes the proposal of the LVV, it is 
the 7th proposal in a row and that it has not given any answer to the questions that we have 
been asking for a long time. For us it is unacceptable and irresponsible", said the head of the 
Parliamentary Group of the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), Arben Gashi. Meanwhile, 
the deputy of the Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK), Ferat Shala said that they will not talk 
about this decision until they receive an answer on the repeal of the regulation of strategic 
investors.
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Non-implementation of electricity 
saving measures, sanctions are foreseen 
in the new Draft Law on Energy

The Committee for Economy, Industry and Entrepreneurship and Trade has approved in 
principle the Draft Law on the amendment and completion of the Law on Energy.

In front of the members of the Commission, the Minister of Economy, Artane Rizvanolli 
said that through this Draft Law, the deadlines for emergency measures for the energy 
crisis will be extended, where the decision foresees that the emergency measures will be 
90 days, with the possibility of extension for another 90 days, unlike now that they are 
only from 30 days.

On the other hand, she said that the measures to save eneOn the other hand, she said that the measures to save energy in emergency situations will 
include the prohibition of decorative and advertising lighting and the limitation of public 
lighting. In addition to the inspectorate, she said that the Kosovo Police will also be 
involved.

"It touches on two important issues regarding eme"It touches on two important issues regarding emergency energy supply measures, the 
term of emergency measures, as well as energy saving measures and their 
implementation. First, the proposal for amendment-completion optimizes the term of 
emergency measures in cases where they are not related to the state of emergency, 
instead of the government asking for the seat of the Assembly every thirty days, the draft 
law foresees that the decision is valid for 90 days with the possibility of extension for 90 
Other days. The draft law foresees mandatory energy saving measures during the 
emeemergency situation and sanctions for their non-implementation. Savings measures can 
be set by decision of the minister, which include the prohibition of decorative, 
advertising lighting. Prohibition and limitation of public lighting, except for lighting 
necessary for public and traffic safety. Sanctions for non-implementation of measures 
include fines, confiscation of equipment as well as temporary ban on exercising the 
activity", said Rizvanolli. However, opposition to this Draft Law was expressed by the 
chairman of the Commission, deputy of PDK, Ferat Shala. He said that the same does 
not bring any big changes, except for the greater political comfort of the Government of not bring any big changes, except for the greater political comfort of the Government of 
Kosovo.
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The Government approves the 
decision to extend the 
emergency energy supply 

The Government of Kosovo has once again approved the decision to extend the emergency 
energy supply measures. This decision was taken at the executive meeting held on Wednesday. 
The Minister of Economy, Artane Rizvanolli, in front of the government cabinet, said that the 
reason why this proposal-decision was approved for the second time is because the Assembly 
had seven days to consider the proposal-decision sent by the Government, but they did not do 
such a thing. "The deadline has passed therefore we are obliged to re-process the decision in 
the Assembly. The decision is the same as in the last meeting", she declared.

WWe remind you that PDK, LDK and AAK opposed the extension of the emergency energy 
supply measures in the session of the Assembly where the proposal-decision of the 
Government was discussed.

Citizens who have saved electricity are 
subsidized
The payment of the electricity subsidy for the December bill has been processed in the 
accounts of consumers in KESCO. This was announced by the Minister of Finance, 
Hekuran Murati, through a post on Facebook.

Murati emphasized that during DecembeMurati emphasized that during December, 208,667 thousand citizens benefited from 
saving electricity. "For more than 208 thousand households that have saved energy, the 
Ministry of Finance has calculated and processed the bill for the month of December, 
and this can now be seen in your online account with KESCO with the description 
'GOVSUB - Energy Saving/2022/P12' ", Minister Murati wrote.
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Rizvanolli: Block A5 of KEK will 
resume work on April 1

The Minister of Economic Development, Artane Rizvanoll, has presented the emergency measures in energy 
supply before the Assembly.

In this session, she said that the same are necessarIn this session, she said that the same are necessary, as the situation still continues to be difficult and with the 
possibility of worsening in the following weeks and months. "Considering that the situation in the European 
market regarding the supply of electricity prices continues to be difficult and with the possibility of 
worsening in the coming weeks and months until there is a decrease in temperatures. The Government of 
Kosovo has announced emergency measures in energy supply, in accordance with Article 25 of the Law on 
Energy", she said.

The deputy of PDK, Hajdar Beqa, reacted to heThe deputy of PDK, Hajdar Beqa, reacted to her, who addressed several questions to the minister, until he 
asked for clarification on how much money was saved by these emergency measures. "We are declaring an 
extraordinary state of emergency, but why is Block A5 not in operation. Why does Block B generate 
somewhere around 60 megawatts less energy than before the repair? What is the import price of electricity? 
At what price does Kosovo buy energy and at what price do we sell it", he said. However, Minister 
Rizvanolli said that the value of the savings is not concrete, but it is several million euros, as she said that 
Block A5 of KEK is expected to be back in operation on April 1 of this year.

The Assembly fails to approve the 
emergency measures for electricity 
The Assembly of Kosovo, in the absence of a quorum, has failed to approve the emergency measures for the 
supply of energy. Only 52 deputies voted in favor of this decision, while the deputies from the opposition 
did not vote at all, abstaining from voting.

The Assembly is continuing the work of today's plenary session with other items on the agenda. On January 
11, the Government of Kosovo approved emergency measures for electricity supply, which, among other 
things, prohibits the use of electricity for cryptocurrencies.

Prime MinisterPrime Minister Albin Kurti had said that taking into account that the current situation of electricity supply 
may deteriorate and the prices for energy imports may increase, the Ministry of Economy has proposed 
emergency measures.

"Considering that the current situation may worsen and the prices for energy imports may increase during 
this month and the following, the ME has proposed emergency measures for energy supply", Kurti said.
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KEDS: Strong winds damaged 
power lines and poles in 
several places

The Kosovar Electricity Distribution Company in Kosovo (KEDS) announces that as a result of 
strong winds, conductors and electric poles have been damaged in several places, leaving a certain 
number of consumers without electricity supply.

KEDS has emphasized that it has increased the teams in the field in order to repair the damage 
caused.

"The strong winds that started yesterday in some regions of Kosovo, have continued today almost in "The strong winds that started yesterday in some regions of Kosovo, have continued today almost in 
the entire territory of Kosovo. We ask for the understanding of our customers in these areas affected 
by the winds and we hope that in the best possible time the situation with electricity supply will 
return to normal", KEDS announced.

Rizvanolli gives advice on saving energy, 
Kusari-Lila says that we are in the 
critical two months
Low temperatures have covered Kosovo, while the need for electricity consumption has increased. 
State officials have called for electricity to be saved where possible so that there is no grid overload 
and therefore power outages.

The Minister of Economy, Artane Rizvanolli, has shown several ways to save electricity. "Today the 
temperatures have dropped significantly, and we will have this weather forecast in the coming days 
as well", wrote Rizvanolli.

Minister Rizvanolli has said that "in order to save electricity and also not to load the electricity Minister Rizvanolli has said that "in order to save electricity and also not to load the electricity 
network, we ask you to save and optimize the use of electricity". Rizvanolli further added that 
unnecessary lights should be turned off, the washing machine should be used after 24:00, the 
dishwasher should be used after 24:00, the boiler should be activated after 24:00, and the dryer 
should be used after 24:00.
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Albania, at its maximum 
production, lent Kosovo 164,000 
MWh of electricity in January

ERO announces the review of 
new electricity tariffs

Click here to read the full article
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Electricity production in Albania improves significantly. Kosovo also benefited from this 
improvement, where almost 164 thousand megawatts/hour of energy were borrowed during the 
month of January alone. This amount of energy will be returned to Albania during the summer 
months, when Kosovo is in a favorable energy situation. The rain and snow have had an impact on 
increasing the quotas in the Drin cascade.

From the data, it appears that in the lake of Fierza the water level is over 291 meters, which is From the data, it appears that in the lake of Fierza the water level is over 291 meters, which is 
considered satisfactory for this period and near the maximum point. At optimal levels in the lake of 
Fierza are also the flows which are currently estimated at 250 m3/s while all four turbines of the HPP 
are working.

Meanwhile, the Albanian Power Corporation is currently producing energy at full capacity, meeting 
the needs of the country as well as exporting. Only in the first week of February, Kesh has developed 
two procedures for the sale of electricity, collecting 3.8 million euros in total.

The Energy Regulatory Office (ERO) has announced the review of new electricity tariffs for 2023. 
The Chairman of the Board of ERO, Ymer Fejzullahu before the Parliamentary Committee on 
Economy said that all the legal conditions for this review of tariffs have been met. However, he did 
not give details on how much electricity may become more expensive.

"An activity for which ERO receives most of the attention every year, it is planned to review the 
electricity and thermal energy tariffs for 2023, as a regular process, for which ERO does every year, 
for the two operators and for the regular supplier which is KESCO", said Fejzullahu.

Presenting the work plan for 2023, he stated that the priority this year is the increase in competition Presenting the work plan for 2023, he stated that the priority this year is the increase in competition 
in the energy sector, but also the common market with Albania.
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The possible increase in the price of electricity has caused concern among some citizens of 
Kosovo.

According to them, this will not be affordable.

"I don't know how I will pay it... I don't know, I don't know... What can I save? We are saving 
anyway, because the prices are a catastrophe [high], they have robbed us of land", says Zahir 
Sallahu, the breadwinner of a 5-member family.

Employed in a private sector company in Pristina, he is paid around 320 euros per month.

Kosovo has closed the year 2022 with an average inflation rate of Kosovo has closed the year 2022 with an average inflation rate of 11.6 percent. The prices of 
almost all food products and services have increased.

Electricity has also become more expensive, but only for those consumers who spend more Electricity has also become more expensive, but only for those consumers who spend more 
than 800 kilowatts per hour, within a month. They pay 12.5 cents per kilowatt during high 
rates, and 5.9 cents during low rates. Consumers who spend less pay 7 cents per kilowatt 
during expensive tariffs and 3 cents during cheap tariffs. The Office of the Energy Regulator 
in Kosovo (ERO) announced this week that it is reviewing an extraordinary request for an 
increase in electricity tariffs, made by the Kosovo Electricity Distribution Company (KEDS), 
last month.

ERO oERO officials said briefly that they are in the "evaluation phase" of the request and that they 
cannot declare the final fees.

KEDS has justified the request for an increase in electricity tariffs with the increase in the 
price of imported electricity, as well as with the inability of the Kosovo Energy Corporation 
(KEK) to produce the necessary electricity, especially during the winter season.

"Improper reflection endangers the financial position of KEDS, and at the same time 
endangers the security of the electricity supply in the country", states the submitted request.

Citizens complain about the possible 
price increase of electricity by ERO: 
We don't know how we will manage

Click here to read the full article
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The Office of the Energy Regulator (ERO), during the past week, has once again warned 
of an increase in the price of electricity.

The review of electricity tariffs for this year is being opposed by opposition MPs. PDK 
and LDK say that ERO should not be influenced by the Government's policy. Likewise, 
according to deputies of both parties, the increase in the price of electricity is 
unacceptable and makes life difficult for citizens.

HoweveHowever, the majority deputies do not share the same opinion. The MP of the 
Vetëvendosje Movement, Armend Muja, says that it is not expected that there will be a 
significant increase in the price of electricity.

"It is not in the ERO's decision whether ene"It is not in the ERO's decision whether energy will increase or become more expensive, 
because there are other factors. In this case, within the budget, we have approved an 
additional 75 million euros with a donation from the European Union, in order to help 
the citizens at this stage. Looking at the developments in the energy sector, what is 
observed is that there is a need to save, for the reason that there is a reduction in 
consumption thanks to the government measures and the assistance provided by the 
citizens. But, on the other hand, there is also a difficult two months that must be 
somehow overcome in the hope that the enesomehow overcome in the hope that the energy crisis will be overcome. I do not expect a 
significant increase in electricity prices", says Muja for KosovaPress.

This is opposed by the opposition MPs, who consider it an additional burden for the 
citizens.

The chairman of the Economy Committee, Ferat Shala, says that this is beyond any 
socio-economic logic for the citizens of the country.

The ERO warns of an increase 
in the price of electricity, the 
opposition opposes it
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The Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) has listed some of the energy scams that, according to 
them, the Kurti Government has done to the citizens.

According to the opposition party, the Kurti Government has deceived the citizens for cheap and 
sustainable energy.

"They cheated for free energy. Scammed for sustainable energy. No commitment to increase 
generating capacities", says the announcement of LDK.

LDK has emphasized that of all the promises of this government for stable and free eneLDK has emphasized that of all the promises of this government for stable and free energy, the 
reality is 100% increase in energy prices.

"Major deceptions" of the 
Government according to LDK: 
100 percent reduction in energy

The US ambassador calls for saving 
electricity: I cover myself with extra blankets 
at night
The US Ambassador to Kosovo, Jeffrey Hovenier, has called to save electricity.

Through a video address, Hovenier said that we must speak openly and accept that there is an energy crisis in 
Kosovo.

He said that all of us can take small steps to save in this time of crisis.

"As the international community works to deal with [the ene"As the international community works to deal with [the energy crisis] on a large scale, including with our 
partners in the Government of Kosovo, I would like to point out that we can all take small steps that help us 
save energy and to reduce expenses", said Hovenier, Telegrafi reports

"In my house, we have the heating on the lowest level. We wrap ourselves in sweaters, and at night we cover 
ourselves with extra blankets to keep warm. We turn off the lights every time we leave the room," he added. 
The American ambassador has advised that the devices that are not used be disconnected from the sockets.

"These are small things, but when we do them all together we have a big impact."

He recalled that eneHe recalled that energy is scarce in Kosovo and citizens should save.

Click here to read the full article
(Albanian Only)

Click here to read the full article
(Albanian Only)
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